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can move legislation. There was agree-
ment made on amendments, there was 
compromise on those amendments, and 
that is what will happen as we proceed 
down the road. I know there is an issue 
dealing with whether one Senator can 
offer an amendment to have the ex-
tenders not paid for. That won’t happen 
on this bill. Those who want to do that 
can do it on some other vehicle, but 
that won’t happen on the housing legis-
lation. 

The supplemental. I hope we can 
reach agreement today to complete ac-
tion on this bill that was passed by the 
House overwhelmingly—the House got 
355 on that piece of legislation, with 
just a handful of votes against it. It 
was truly a piece of legislation that 
was important to be done. I am sorry, 
that was not the number on that, Mr. 
President, but it was passed over-
whelmingly, the supplemental, and we 
need to do it here. 

This bill includes the GI Bill of 
Rights, and it includes an unemploy-
ment insurance extension, which peo-
ple are waiting for us to do today and 
the President to sign the bill. There 
are, of course, other domestic prior-
ities, not the least of which is on the 
Medicaid regulations. Every Senator 
has received calls from their Governor 
about the importance of these Med-
icaid regulations. Passage of this bill 
will be a victory for the American peo-
ple, and it is one of those rare in-
stances where we have, as I have said 
on the floor in recent days, worked 
with the President, and he has worked 
with us, and we have a bill he is going 
to sign without any question. 

Medicare. That is the bill that passed 
by a vote of 355 to 59 in the House. It 
is an extremely important piece of leg-
islation. We have to complete that be-
fore we leave here. If we don’t do it be-
fore July 1, everyone knows—well, 
when I walked out of my office, the 
head of the American Medical Associa-
tion was there saying: Pass the bill the 
House passed. She is over there. She is 
a physician from Buffalo, NY, and she 
said it is one of the most important 
things we could do to help the health 
care delivery system in this country. 
The AARP yesterday came out for this 
legislation. 

It is an extremely important piece of 
legislation. The bill is similar to the 
one drafted by Senators BAUCUS and 
GRASSLEY earlier this month that 
every Senate Democrat and nine Sen-
ate Republicans voted for. It represents 
the only chance this body has to head 
off cuts to doctors before they take ef-
fect at the end of this month. So we ei-
ther will get an agreement today to 
pass the Medicare doctors fix or, when 
I have an opportunity, which will prob-
ably be after midnight tonight, to file 
cloture on that. If that is the case—and 
I can’t do that before midnight—then 
that will mean a weekend cloture vote. 
So we have to do that. We have no al-
ternative. Everyone wants to go every-
place because the Fourth of July break 
is coming, but we can’t do that until 

we complete that. I hope that can be 
worked out as soon as possible. 

I am optimistic that this is going to 
be a productive day in the Senate, but 
I am also realistic that it may not be. 
Magic can happen, as I have indicated, 
when we work together here in the 
Senate. On Thursdays, a lot of that 
magic occurs, but it does not mean it is 
going to happen automatically. I hope 
it is not a continuation of being stuck 
in the sand and those wheels are spin-
ning and spinning. I hope we can get 
something done for the American peo-
ple today. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Republican leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

FISA 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, last 
April the Director of National Intel-
ligence, ADM Mike McConnell, warned 
Congress about a serious flaw in the 
laws that govern our Nation’s terror- 
fighting capabilities. New technologies 
had made our old electronic surveil-
lance program dangerously out of date, 
he said, causing us to miss substantial 
amounts of vital intelligence on for-
eign terror suspects overseas. 

In reaction to these concerns, the 
Senate passed and the President signed 
a temporary measure, the Protect 
America Act. The Protect America Act 
lived up to its name. We are told that 
from the time of its passage last Au-
gust until its expiration in February, it 
allowed us to collect significant intel-
ligence on terrorists and has been crit-
ical in protecting the United States 
from harm. But the Protect America 
Act had a signal failure: the telecom 
companies that may have helped pre-
vent terrorist attacks were not pro-
tected from potentially crippling law-
suits. This was no small thing since 
without these companies, America 
wouldn’t even have an effective sur-
veillance program. Bankrupting the 
telecoms would be like outlawing fire 
hydrants—you could have the best 
firetrucks and the best firemen in the 
world, but you would still be incapable 
of putting out fires. 

So after several months of new nego-
tiations, the House finally devised and 
approved last week a revision of the 
original surveillance law that address-
es the DNI’s major concerns, including 
the important telecom protection. As 
the DNI put it in a recent letter en-
dorsing the House-passed bill: 

This bill would provide the intelligence 
community with the tools it needs to collect 
the foreign intelligence necessary to secure 
our Nation while protecting the civil lib-
erties of Americans. The bill would also pro-
vide the necessary legal protections for those 
companies sued because they are believed to 
have helped the government prevent ter-
rorist attacks in the aftermath of September 
11. Because this bill accomplishes these two 
goals, essential to any effort to modernize 
FISA, we strongly support passage and will 
recommend the President sign it. 

That is the Director of National In-
telligence. 

Passage of this legislation is long 
overdue. When the Protect America 
Act expired in February, the DNI 
warned Democratic leaders in the 
House once again about the need for an 
updated law. Yet House Democrats 
were evidently more concerned about 
the pressure they were getting from 
left wing groups such as moveon.org. 
They brushed the DNI’s warnings aside 
and refused to take up and pass a bi-
partisan Senate-passed compromise 
bill that would have easily cleared the 
House. As a result of Democratic in-
transigence, our intelligence commu-
nity has been handicapped in its ability 
to acquire new terrorist targets over-
seas. This was grossly irresponsible, 
and many of us said so at the time. 

Now more than a year after the DNI 
made his initial plea, House Democrats 
have finally done the right thing. They 
have acted on the DNI’s warnings by 
passing an updated surveillance law 
that meets his original criteria and 
which meets the criteria Republicans 
laid out during last year’s debate— 
namely, one that gives the intelligence 
community the tools it needs to pro-
tect us, which doesn’t put the telecom 
companies that made this program pos-
sible out of business, and which would 
get a Presidential signature. 

Now it is time for the Senate to take 
up this bill and pass it without any fur-
ther delay. The bill isn’t perfect. I 
would have preferred for the Speaker 
to allow a vote on the Senate-passed 
FISA bill. But it does meet the DNI’s 
criteria, and therefore its passage will 
mark a serious achievement, though 
long overdue, in the interest of our na-
tional security. 

This hard-fought bill represents the 
epitome of compromise. The senior 
Senator from Missouri should be sin-
gled out for his outstanding work on 
this most important piece of legisla-
tion. He has done a service to the Sen-
ate and to the Nation by patiently 
working all of this out over the course 
of more than a year. 

He was assisted in that effort by very 
able staff. Louis Tucker, Jack Living-
ston, and Kathleen Rice were invalu-
able throughout the process, to every 
Senator who was involved in this ex-
tremely important debate. They also 
deserve our thanks. 

I will support this bill for all the rea-
sons I have mentioned and urge my col-
leagues to do the same. We must pass 
this before leaving town and not allow 
it to be held up by yet another Demo-
cratic filibuster. 

f 

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES 

SERGEANT TATJANA REED 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
rise to speak for a brave woman, moth-
er and soldier who has fallen. On July 
22, 2004, SGT Tatjana Reed was trag-
ically killed when an improvised explo-
sive device detonated near her vehicle 
during combat operations in Samarra, 
Iraq. 
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